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The Saker Falcon is listed in Appendix II of CITES. Signatory Parties can harvest and
trade these wild birds as long as it has no detrimental impact on the wild population.
Mongolia has traded in this natural resource since 1992 and currently has a quota to
sell 300 birds per annum. This will be reviewed in 2011 by CITES.

The artificial nest project was established to increase the wild population of Saker
Falcons in Mongolia by creating a new breeding population that can be easily monitored.
Currently, the Mongolian government mainly sells its falcon quota to Arab countries to
be used for falconry, an important part of their cultural heritage.

In the future, the Mongolian Government can set their trade quota based on the
productivity of the artificial nests, taking into account the age and sex of the harvested

falcons.
The artificial nests provide nesting sites where none

existed previously. 5000 artificial nests have been
erected in 20 different districts where food
resources are high and potential nesting sites are
limited.

Kestrels, Ravens & Buzzards also
breed in the artificial nests and
feed on the abundant rodents that
) - degrade grasslands.
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The 5000 nests have been erected in
areas of central Mongolia where few
natural nest sites exist. The exact
locations were agreed with district
leaders to suit local herdsmen, who see
raptor predation of rodents as beneficial
for their grazing land.

We have erected 250 artificial nests in
20 different districts , with nests spaced
at 1.5 km intervals.
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Each nest location was
plotted using GIS and
positioned in the field using
GPS.



Over a period of five years researchers have studied the occupancy levels,
breeding success and survival rates of Saker Falcons breeding in artificial
nests.

Average Average Average

4.4 eggs/nest 3.7 chicks/nest 3.0 fledglings/nest

Saker Falcon occupancy increased year on year with an upper limit being
determined by local food availability. Research results suggest that
approximately 10% of the 5000 artificial nests will be occupied by Saker
Falcons by 2015.

In areas with low rodent density Saker Falcons laid later, produced fewer eggs and fledged fewer young
than those breeding in areas with a high rodent density. The favoured prey of Saker Falcons in central
Mongolia are small rodents, especially Mongolian Gerbils and Brandt's Voles.

Rodents are an agricultural pest. Predation by raptors breeding at the artificial nests, could potentially
act as a biological control for these pest species.
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For further information

please contact:

= Jual) (A Claglaad) Ga y al

Dr Andrew Dixon
falco@falcons.co.uk

www.mefrg.org

Dr Andrew Dixon
falco@falcons.co.uk (s 5 2 »

www.mefrg.org <o iy a8 e

Nyambayar Batbayar
nyambayar@wscc.org.mn

WWW.WSCC.0rg.mn

Nyambayar Batbayar
nyambayar@wscc.org.mn (s A & 5
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